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1971, ? : / June ittiavort.of his hand- 
he told a U.S. Parole Board picked regent, Frank Fitz- 
• dreds of hislSA0SterSS?iurned examiner wfi6. visited. him at simmons. - • •• 

w . &&&&- iv. the federal Penitentiary 



! ~ Hv/r, 



' and some outside it. Hun- 

Y->., ' 




... « n . The candid announcement' to confine himself to teach- 

in recognition of all heg^| didiiotsit weltwith the Pa, ing and lecturing while liv- 
done before his imprison?- r Qje$gp^^^^ in£ oii'tiis $1,7 million lump-; 

, ment tor jury tamp^h& ^ ddWri his application. Within . sum Teamsters pension. The 
; ;ana pension traua.. a few months Hoffa was assurances were enough 

%.• The $25-a-plate tes^onial sjii|&g different tune. He to win Hoffa a rehearing, 

g’aydiup any thought of run- but in the end the Parole 
ningv#)£r another/ fiy^year^^ Boards apparently still skep- 
tebm fromh : Yhis h prison eeli^ ;Y ; iic^f> :J | turned \ him down 
and. ^bowed; ,^;out '^as|^agiiii^in what he called a 
Teamsters : president tha.t ‘-very carefully written 



was seen by someg&s' the 
start of a movement to put 
‘ 'i Hoffa back in charge of. the 
■ nation’s biggest union; Sher- 
idan says, that as re- 



statement,” Parole Board 
chairman George Reed said 
the board would wait an- 
other year r and then take a 
thorough look at Hoffa’s 
“relationship, if any, with 
the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters.” 

The Parole Board never 
got another look. Two days 
before Christmas 1971, Pres- 
ident Nixon commuted the 
gruff labor leader’s 13-year 
sentence after he had served 
' nearly five years. Still short 
of a pardon . which restores 
all civil rights, the commuta- 
tion prohibits Hoffa from 
“director indirect manage- 
ment of any labor organizar 
tion prior to March 6, 1980.” 
However, Walter Sheri- 
dan, the chief investigator 
and charter member of the 
Justice Department’s “Hoffa 
> squad” under then Attorney 
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3' BOOKS, From D1 tray the Test Fleet Corp. On the other side of the 

iiiGeneral Robert F. Kennedy, case in. Nashville as so un- coin, Sheridan maintains 

Kis convinced that Hoffa, now just a prosecution that that Robert Kennedy’s pur- 

$;only 60, will get his ' foot “Hoffa could be said to have suit of Hoffa, both as chief 

i^back in the door long before heen justified in tampering counsel for the McClellan 

£l980, even though hefaces a -with the jury ” (Emphasis. Committee and as Attorney 
^battle with Fitzsimmons, supplied.) General, was “not a ven- 

jiwho “has decided le liked The book is weighted detta.” 

Ij'Iiis new power and respecta- down with such overstate- For instance, Hoffa 

Ability, and intends to keep ments. In Sheridan’s single- charged in the fall of 1961 

jjjthem.” minded world, Bobby Ken- that there were 29 grand ju- 

The restraints on Hoffa, nedy was always good. ries around the country “out 

^Sheridan submits, will soon Jimmy Hoffa is always bad, to get him.” In refutation, 

disappear, perhaps under a no matter what the day or we are told that there were 

\pMll presidential pardon. Af- what the page. Surely, Hof- really only 13. 

jiter all, Hoffa almost made it fa’s villainy — which Sheri- With all the politicians 

\Jto Hanoi last fall to bargain dan convincingly chronicles and musclemen, Mafioso 

«Jfor the release of American — is not the entire key to his an ^ businessmen on Hoffa’s 

C^POWs; the gambit touched immense popularity among s id e , the crusade should 

/Cthe top levels of the Nixon the two-million members of probably have been more re- 

administration before faces the union’s rank and file. lentless. But it was a ven- 

^turned red in . a sudden - Hoffa, we are told, is a detta. Perhaps nothing else 

-jplash of publicity. With “uniquely talented man” would have produced the 

jwHoffa’s supervision by pa- whose defenders claimed jaiT terms Hoffa so richly 

*J?ole officers scheduled to that he “had always ground deserved. And perhaps noth- 

v*end next month, there is no out the best contracts possi- . ing else would have earned 

vtelling what might happen, ble for his members.” Sheri- him the martyr’s reputation 

;*pnce supervision is lifted, dan quite properly makes he still enjoys among older 

K;Sheridan reports, “officials mincemeat of those claims, Teamsters. 

£at the Department of Jus- but without -allowing that Sheridan, a former FBI 

!>tice acknowledge that there some of the contracts made agent, acknowledges no such 

*£may be no way of enforcing- Teamsters members very niceties. The book is a mon- 

jvthe prohibition against un- happy indeed. The wide- otone of corruption, so 

£ ion activity.” scale plundering of union packed with undifferenti- 

C But some of Sheridan’s as- funds, the payoffs, the ated detail that it inspires 

insertions strain the imagina- sweetheart contracts, the sleep instead of indignation. 

|,;tion. For example, he writes bullyboy tactics and bribery Which is a shame. Within 

fc.that recent moves, “on the offers that plagued honest the Teamsters Union, Sheri- 

£part of both the administra- Teamsters are laid out in dan points out, “nothing has 

{%tion and Hoffa and his asso- persuasive detail. really changed.” Hoffa’s con- 
ciliates,” to make a pardon But there are honest victions have not kept the 

C publicly palatable leave Teamsters who forgave Teamsters* pension fund 

^“little question any longer Hoffa all that and more. from pouring millions' of 

$Jdf their conspiracy.” Why? Did they simply enjoy dollars into mob-controlled 

C* What moves? Well, first, the spectacle of hi$ holding casinos. Embezzlers and 

Sheridan tells us, “a small the government and the rest gansters still hold positions 

group of attorneys in the of society at bay, even at of influence. No union is 

Department of Justice was their own expense? Sheri- more welcome at the Nixon 

secretly designated to start* dan’s book offers no real White House. And all but 

laying the groundwork for a clues. He seems to count it a the most determined reader 

presidential pardon. Their vice to give the devil his will find himself responding 

mission is to attempt to por- due. with a yawn. 




